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Budget crisis forces hard choices

Washington

1% high-energy physicists, facing deep hud-
[ get cuts and divided on their priorities, have
| Bren given six months to come up with a
| consensus on the funare direction of their
| &200 million ressarch programme.

Peter Bosen, head of the high energyand
muclear physees office at the Department of
Energy, asked the department’s High Energy
Physics Advisory Panel (HEPAP]} last month
fo revisil a report that it produced tn 1998 on
the future direction of the discipline in the
Linited Szates,

[ Rosenbelicves the new studyis needed by
this auturnn to shore up support for the

| high-energy physics programme in Wash.

| inpron. Officials in both Congress and the
Clinton administration have expressed con
corn abon the what they perceive aza lack of
clarity about the programme’s goals,

“There's a lotof questions about whether
the community really deserves the funding
which it asks for” LIV Michael Lubell, head

| of public affairs at the American Fhysical

| Socicty in Washington, Lubell sys that the
figld baddly needs to make more of the spin-
offs from particle physics —such as the
invention of the worldwide welb and several
medical technelogies— imstead of relving on
the brilliance of its research to make the case
for fuaeds.

Many observerssay that since the collapse

[ af the Supersonducting Super Collider pro
| jectinTexasin 1993, high-energy physics has
strugpled to regain prestige in Washingten.

Arcas of physics st were once far less
fashicnable have won more support —
solid-state physics, for example, will henefit
from President Clinton's recent nanotech-
nology initiative. But the budget for high-
energy physics Tas been frozen for several
vears, canging substantial staff reductions at
the bwa Largest particle-physics luboratories,
Stanford Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC)
in Califoenia and Fermilab in hinois.

& meeting of HEPAP ar Fermilal last
montl: was teld that the two laboraterics are
facing a 350 million shortizll in the next
fmancial year, under the Department of
Energy’sbudpet plan. Last surmimer, the labo-
ratories — aided by the Fact that Fermilab is
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in the district of Dennis Hastert (Republi
can, Ilinois), the speaker of the Houss of
[epresentatives = persuaded Congress ta
add some 518 mullion to the budget pro-
posed for them by theadministratien,
Leaders of the programme are hoping.
meanwhile, that the stody requested by
Eozen will help to provide direction for the
ficld. “It will be 2 unifying process for dwe

UK science spend

Langan

Increases bn the British governnicnt's
spending on fundamental science are being
funded by cnts to research in more directly
applicable arens, a cross-party group of
mentbers of parlizment (MPs] warned this
weel, They said that " policy of robbing
Peter to pay Paul is neitler sensible nor
sustainahle’

A pepart from U House of Commaons
select committee on science and technology
points out that <ivil departments, such as the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
{MATFT) and the Department of Health, have
suffered a long-term dedine in support for
their research spending. This is in spite of
their role of informing gavernment policy,
addrezsing gaps in the science base and
respuasding to short-term research ecds.

ysics

community” predicts Jonathan  Dorfan, I
director of SLAC, |
The 1998 study sasd that the top priority
was to operate existing facilitiesat SLAC and

Fermnilab, Tt added that research and devel
apment work should continue on 2 pro-
posed electron-positron collider, the Mex
Linear Collider (NLC), in order to complete |
aconceptual design for it, and that extended |
research programmes should investigate |
bwer other machines, a muon cllider and a |
very large hadron collider.

Sene sources in the high-energy physics
community sy that Eosen wanis the new
study 1o sharpen the foces of this agenda by
czlling explicithy for the construction of the |
WL, But not everyone has rallied behind the |
NLC. Some physicists believe that, atan esti- |
meated costof about 55 allion, itis too expen- :
siveta bebuiltin the United Statesin the fore
secable future, and that the commumity
sheuld be exploring other options instead.

“The high-energy phiysics programme
will go the way ol the fusion programmeifit |
pursues the LG as its best bet,” warns John |
Peoples, former director of Fermilab. The

‘not sensible’

The commities says that although public
confidence in agriculture is at an all-time low |
and the farming industry is in crisis, MAFF's
research and development budget has been |
cut by ten per cent in the past tiree years.

The committes says this decline shoald
be alted or reversed. It alsa pecommiends
that the minister for science be elevated to
Cabinet level. At present sclence is
represented within the Cabimet by the |
Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, |
Stephen Byers.

The labby graoup Save British Scence
wants a Ministry of Science — something
the cross-party group of MPs does notagree
with. But Peter Cotgreave, director of Save
Britich Science, sald elevating the position
af the science minister would be "a decent
compronise’, Hatasha Loder |
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